Your Holiness Pope Leo XIV
Vatican City

Blessed greetings from the Holy Land.

We extend to Your Holiness our heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of
your investiture as Pope and your assumption of the sacred responsibilities as head of
the Catholic Church. We deeply appreciated your first address from the loggia of St.
Peter’s Basilica, which inspired hope in the hearts of the vulnerable and those who long
for peace, through your call for reconciliation and bridge-building.

It is with great pleasure that I send this message with His Excellency Dr. Ramzi
Khoury, Chairman of the Higher Presidential Committee for Churches Affairs in
Palestine, who is leading the accompanying delegation to participate in your official
inauguration ceremony. I pray to Almighty God to grant you wisdom and strength as
you guide the Church and work to fulfill the aspirations of all people for peace,
stability, and security.

Your Holiness, it is an honor for us to extend a warm invitation to you to make
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land—to be a cherished guest of the Palestinian people and
to bless our land with your presence. Together, we hope to raise a prayer for peace
from the Church of the Nativity, mindful of the deep spiritual significance this land
holds in your heart, as it does in ours. Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus Christ, the
Prince of Peace, and Jerusalem, which bears witness to His suffering and resurrection,
remain enduring symbols of faith and hope. There, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
stands as one of Christianity’s most sacred sites.

We also hold dear the prayer for peace in Jerusalem offered by His Holiness
Pope Francis, as well as the symbolic planting of the olive tree. We recall, too, the

profound words of Pope Saint John Paul II: “Without peace in Jerusalem, there will be no
peace in the world.”

Above all, we reflect on the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God”.
Please accept, Your Holiness, the assurances of our highest respect arid esteem.

Ramallah, May 15, 2025

Mahmoud Abbas
President of the State of Palestine
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization
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